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THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER. 



October, 1894. 



MY LADY'S LUNCHEON. 

By Mrs. Olive Bell Bunce. 



N THESE days every woman gives to herself 
the privilege of surprising her friends. Be it 
a breakfast luncheon or dinner, so that the 
pink luncheon, the yellow breakfast, and the 
dinner in which tlie violets have their charm 
are as plenty as blackberries in the fields in 
summer. 

For next season a movement is now being 
made in which restfulness in color will be one 
of its greatest charms. 
On all points where decorations and furnishings agree, simplicity is 
the thing to be sought after. 

As for flowers, even royalty believes for every day meals decora- 
tions should be simple. Lilies of the valley for these royal folks are often 
selected in a small bunch, to do duty in a glass or vase quiet in form. 




be of fine linen, fringed, and in which white and blue should be the 
happy combination. White silk bow knots heavily worked are graceful 
in the extreme, the flower decoration being bachelor buttons of that 
exquisite tint which is effective and charming, taking 'are to have the 
center piece more elaborate than the rest. All these flowers should be 
worked true to nature, and a natural flower as a pattern will be found 
at all times most needful. 

A clever society woman once said, "-At all my entertainments I pay 
special attention to my embroideries, that they should be new and 
unusual. For one reason it makes conversation. The color of a leaf, the 
tint of a pattern, the leaf of a blossom wilt make acquaintance in no 
time." It is the one thiDg that touches the artistic sense of a group of 
women, and so the talk commences. 

Of glass, the cut, of course, takes precedence to all the rest. And 
for patterns the Chrysanthemums are the most beautiful. It is as 
charming as a jewel and are of every sort and kind of dish which 
would be available on this restful table. Among the finest are the 
water bottles, salt cellars, and pepper castors, while the flower vase, 
like a diamond, glbters over all. 
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So that the table of the future may be one which has a freedom 
from ornamentation, and yet highly decorative to the eye, in which the 
dazzling whiteness of the linen, the ivory tint of the embroideries, the 
sparkling of the glass, and lastly that cooling color, blue, will pre- 
dominate. For we are told by clever authorities, that blue will be tlie 
fashion next season. 

It is said to be soothing to the physical state. It never irritates or frets. 
It composes the nerves, and to a race of women who delight in needs of 
this kind, fashion has adopted it, while the rest of womankind submit. 
The Canton china which to only the few is appreciated, will 
appear in all its beauty, and serve as a capital ware for all times. For 
the quiet, charming little breakfast the pretty luncheon or the formal 
dinner, its forms are excellent, with dishes of curve edges, plates 
and platters whose colorings are unique and artistic. In which are 
grouped certain architectural features, of pagodas, which make them a 
charm to the eye ; that while this strong ware has no delicacy, yet the 
color is so delicious, a harmony so great, in support with the snowy 
damask that perhaps of all blues this one may reign supreme. 

For this new departure let your damask be of a pattern up to date 
— of discs, ferns — dots large or small. While your embroideries should 



It is the fad just now to collect cut glass, and in some houses the 
entire one course, that is the desert, revels in these dazzling crystals. 
It is not necessary that the same china should be carried throughout 
this social function. But the same suit should pervade all courses. 
And even for these same courses, dishes should be selected which will 
not conflict with this delicious cool blue. 

For lighting, the blue Japanese lamp is artistic in design, and a 
small one can be placed in intervals apart so as to form almost a border 
for this delightful scheme, not forgetting the blue and white Japanese 
crepe which does excellent duty as shades. 

If your rooms are large and spacious, place at the back of the 
hostess' chair a tall screen in which blue with white flowers predomi- 
nate. This forms a charming background for the mistress of the fete. 

Small blue silk fans can be placed in the napkins at each cover, 
and if this is strictly a woman's luncheon the fair dames of the feast 
might be simply adorned in blue gowns, carrying out this restful tint 
throughout the whole affair. 

Yet, withal, making implicity, the one outline to be studied and 
thought of, to be within the grasp of all people. A poem in its way — 
a rest to the eye. 



